Abstract Six red cell enzyme genetic variations, namely, acid phosphatase (AcP), phosphoglucomutase (PGM), adenosine deaminase (ADA), 6-phosphogluconate dehydrogenase (PGD), adenylate kinase (AK) and phosphoglycerate kinase (PGK), have been studied by means of starch gel electrophoresis. Samples were taken from unrelated c. 270 Chinese individuals residing in Japan.
INTRODUCTION
Since the original description of genetic polymorphism in acid phosphatase (HOP-KINSON et al, 1963) GIBLETT, 1969; HARRIS, 1970 (CARTER et al., 1968; HARADA et al., 1971) . So far as the data previously reported in more than twenty populations in Japan were concerned, the Japanese have had the PGDc values in the 0.05-0.11 range (ISHIMOTO , 1974) . The present data has been within this range and in good accordance with those reported for Chinese, mainly in Tai- wan (SHIH et al., 1968; SHIH & HSIA, 1969; LIN & MATSUMOTO, 1973) .
Adenylate Kinase
The AK system has shown the result of no variation among 184 Chinese examined .
The AK variants have been found mainly in European and western Asiatic populations (RAPLEY et al., 1967; GIBLETT, 1969; TILLS et al., 1970; BLAKE et al., 1971) , and the lack of variation has been reported in more than 4, 500 Japanese (ISHiMUTO, 1974) . SHIH et al. (1968) 
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